Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.011 Å; R factor = 0.067; wR factor = 0.182; data-to-parameter ratio = 10.7.
In the title complex, [Ni(C 14 H 12 N 3 O) 2 ], the Ni II atom lies at the centre of a distorted octahedron formed by two tridentate hydrazone ligands. Intermolecular hydrogen bonds of the type C-HÁ Á ÁX (X = N, O) link the complexes into a twodimensional network.
Related literature
For the preparation of the precursor ligand, see: Sen et al. (2005) . For related complexes of the same ligand, see: Sen et al. (2005 Sen et al. ( , 2007a , Ray et al. (2008) .
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Crystal data [Ni(C 14 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 1999).
while U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (C) for the methyl H atoms and 1.2 U eq (C) for all the other H atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . The structure of the title complex, showing 50% displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms. H atoms are excluded for clarity. sup-2
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